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The ministry operates from a
facility called the “Freedom
Center,” where youth can find a
safe refuge to learn about God’s
love for them, develop goals and
learn work skills.

The ministries’ emphasis is on
providing opportunities for
volunteers from the local
churches to serve as role
models, through direct one-on-
one relationships. Christ is using
His followers to bring people to
Him so He can truly set the
captives free!
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The Captives

Homeless teens walk the streets of Des Moines struggling to survive, looking
for money and a way to numb the pain of their past. Many have left broken
families that left scars from neglect, abuse, drugs and violence. Having no
way to cope with the hopelessness and absence of love in their life, the cycle
of poverty, crime, incarceration, broken relationships and substance abuse
continues from one generation to the next.

God brings Freedom

Through the efforts of Freedom for Youth Ministries, the lost youth hear the
Gospel of Jesus Christ and begin to understand that God loves them and has
a plan for their life. No longer do they have to face their problems alone.
Volunteers come along side them for encouragement, role modeling and to
experience the love they have been missing in their lives. Youth enrolled in
the Freedom program develop and implement a plan for education,
employment, housing and life skills.

Jesus set the captives free

As Isaiah prophesized, Jesus came to “bind up the brokenhearted and to
proclaim freedom for the captives.” (Isaiah 61:1). Freedom for Youth
Ministries’ mission is to offer the love of Jesus Christ to at-risk and homeless
teens in Des Moines’ inner city, to empower them to discover their God-given
purpose in life and break the bondage of poverty, crime and substance
abuse.
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