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Hi my name is Michelle. I am nineteen and the mother of my son Keighan,
born August 15, 2004. I was in an abusive relationship with his father, fighting eve-
ryday for love and support from a man who couldn’t give it. Three days after my son
was born, I left his father to give my son a better life than I had.

Fear overtook me as I wondered how I was going to raise my child when I
was still a child myself. I hid myself in a bottle. Everyday I had to have my beer. I
was depressed and didn’t care about life. My roommate was taking care of my son,
so [ had an excuse to drink. I was headed nowhere but downbhill.

I reached out to anyone who would listen. I went to the Freedom Center to
talk to Mark Nelson. He would tell me time and time again “Give it to God”. For a
couple of months I didn’t listen and laughed it off. God didn’t get me where I am, I
did. In November I relapsed on meth—I couldn’t take it anymore. I realized I was no
better than his father.

Mark invited me to church and I went, thinking I’ve been promising him so
long I would go. The minute I walked into the sanctuary, I felt loved. I was home and
where I belonged. I went home a different person. Although I didn’t know it, every-
one else could see it.

I began going to the Freedom Center and trying to find out more about the love
I felt. Why would God want me with all of my sins? I was so ashamed of my past.
At the Center we are all family, we have no other. The Center shows us Christ’s love
and acceptance. The Bible studies there give me hope. The Center plants seeds in the
W i C LiSt kids hearts. When it’s God’s time, they sprout and grow. We have to remember the

. glory is all God’s not ours. Through the Center, God’s truth is revealed.

Because of Jesus walking with me, I am able to raise my son. Although I

don’t have a father for my son, with patience and trust, God will send me a husband
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Please pray for this ministry. Thank you for your financial support,
your gift is truly saving lives.

Thanks for the many donations of blankets, winter items, food and vacuum

Fundraising for transitional housing

Additional Mentors

Program Manager Contact us: 515 282 4822

mnelson@freedomforyouth.org
jjones@freedomforyouth.org



