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¶ Missy is graduating 

from Job Corp. 

¶ Jeff told a youth group 

about how Christ 

changed his life. 

¶ Josh is preparing for  

college in January. 

We are planning a ñFreedom  

Familyò Christmas party. A deco-

rated tree has been donated.  Would 

you like to decorate the Center, 

make stockings, stuff the stockings 

with goodies, donate gifts for our 

kids ñwish listò or cook a dinner for 

us?  Call Joyce at 282-4822 

A Time of Thanks and Preparation 
 

 

As the year quickly draws to a close, we are so thankful for Godôs won-

derful blessings upon this ministry and the youth we serve.  We stand 

in awe of our Creatorôs love for the brokenhearted who have found ñthe 

Way, the Truth and the Lifeò through the Freedom Center. 

 

Despite the frequent setbacks, discouragement and heartache, we have 

seen the hand of God move in some awesome ways.  Eight youth have 

been baptized this year and five more are preparing for their baptism.  

You have read testimonies this year of youth once living in abandoned 

warehouses and camps who now praise God for helping them get into 

college, find employment and a place to live. 

 

We thank all the many volunteers who have spent countless hours lov-

ing the kids as they are and building friendships of trust.  Without the 

volunteers and their love, the Freedom Center would be just another 

place to hang out.  We also thank the many contributors who God has 

touched their heart to give so the ministry can operate.  Without your 

support many more kids would be walking the streets alone, continuing 

their drug addiction or even have taken their own life to be free of the 

pain. (According to a national statistic, half of the youth we serve will 

attempt suicide, and we frequently pray and counsel with youth who 

are suicidal.) 

 

Looking ahead we know God will continue to grow the ministry as we 

seek His will.  With your financial support, we plan to hire a program 

manager next year which will allow us to be open more days, expand 

our counseling, chemical dependency classes, mentoring program and 

much more.  We also believe God is leading us to the formation of a 

transitional housing program, and we will be seeking His direction as 

we look for locations, develop resources and determine the types of ser-

vices to be provided. 

 

Thanks again for your support and prayers.  We cherish our relation-

ships with you and trust that you will continue to support Godôs work 

for the youth we serve. 

 

Yours in Christ,    

 

Mark D. Nelson 

Executive Director   

Please note our mailing  

address change.  Please  
send your financial gifts to:  

 
 P. O. Box 8423  
 Des Moines, IA  50301  



Testimonies . . . 

    Meet our volunteers 

Winter hats 

Gloves 

Menôs and womenôs socks 

Presweetened drink mix 

Vacuum cleaner 

Microwave 

Winter coats 

Volunteer Opportunities 

 

        Office helpers 

     Cleaning projects 

           Mentors 

 

 

 

Contact Joyce or Mark 

jjones@freedomforyouth.org 

mnelson@freedomforyouth.org 

 

Phone  515-282-4822 

 Noel came to the Freedom Center to visit about volunteer op-

portunities after reading the article in the newspaper last Spring.  ñI 

knew right away it was something I wanted to doò, says Noel.  ñI 

went home and prayed about it, but for different reasons I kept put-

ting it off.  The Freedom Center kept coming up in my mind, until 

finally I gave in to the Lord.ò  Noel has been volunteering all day on 

Monday, Wednesday and Friday ever since. 

 Noel knows first hand the heartache and pain the homeless 

youth experience.  Ten years ago Noelôs wife was hit in her car by a 

drunk driver, which has left her a quadriplegic in a vegetative state.  

In his time of grieving, he was introduced to crack cocaine as a way 

to make the pain go away.  As Noel explains, ñIn six months I had a 

$300 a day habit hanging out on the streets of Phoenix most of the 

time.ò  Finally, in June of 1997 he decided to pack up and head back 

to Iowa, which was where he grew up, still taking care of his wife.  In 

2000, after being clean of drugs for three years, he hit a new low 

where he couldnôt go on.  ñI told God that I could not do it any more.  

I asked Him to take control of my life.  Since that day, everything in 

my life has turned around.ò 

 Noel still visits his wife for two hours everyday in the hospi-

tal.  Then heôs off to the Freedom Center where he enjoys playing 

cards and fixing lunch for the youth.  Noel tells the kids, ñGod has a 

plan for everyone.  Mine is to care for my wife and work with the 

youth at the Freedom Center.ò 

 I met Mark through my girlfriend, Michelle King, in the Summer 

of 2003.  I knew there was something different about him, but I didnôt 

know what it was.  I found out he was a Christian, but I didnôt know what 

it meant to be a Christian.  He didnôt preach to me like other religious 

people I have met in my life. 

 He began to teach Michelle and I about Jesus Christ and what He 

did for me.  When Michelle gave her life to Christ, I did also, but only to 

please Michelle.  When Michelle and I broke up a few weeks later, I 

quickly turned my back on God and went back to my old ways. 

 Last April I ran into Mark at Churches United Shelter where I 

was staying.  He invited me to come to the Freedom Center.  I soon began 

to see real changes in some of the kids at the Center, particularly Josh, 

and he inspired me to surrender my life to Christ. 

 Last week I went with Joyce to speak at a church youth group.  

There I experienced for the first time, how God spoke through me and it 

was the most incredible experience I have ever encountered.  No high 

from drugs or sex could compare with the joy that I felt from God.  God is 

changing me from the inside out.  I no longer have desires for drugs, nor 

do I lose my temper.  He has given me optimism for the future and a hun-

ger to learn His Word.  I am excited to get baptized in a couple of weeks . 

     Noel Speed 

Jeff Heslop 


