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VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT: Alicia Barker 

“After  coming to Freedom a few times I had a little boy  in my small group and it was his first time at Freedom, 

he came up to me right before he left and said ‘Thank you so much for helping me learn about God! I love it 

here and I hope I can always come.’ This is why I love volunteering with Freedom for Youth, it uses me to share 

the Love of Christ  with children who don’t know.”  

Semester Update 
On the left is a picture of what Wednesdays during our free time look 

like before our cooking class begins. It has been  a joyful experience 

to see youth come throughout the week and feel like it is a safe place 

for them to be themselves, have fun, and hear the Gospel.  

 

On Monday nights, we are getting close to finishing the study on the 

book of James. On Tuesdays, we are currently going over fellowship 

and community and the importance of that in our lives. On 

Wednesdays, we have kicked off cooking class where students are 

not just learning how to cook, but gaining employment skills as well 

(pictured below)!  

CǊŜŜŘƻƳ CƻǊ ¸ƻǳǘƘ - tŜǊǊȅ ϪCǊŜŜŘƻƳCƻǊ¸ƻǳǘƘ ŘȅŜǇŜȊϪŦǊŜŜŘƻƳŦƻǊȅƻǳǘƘΦƻǊƎ 

Saturdays with Freedom 

In March, we did our first Saturday with Freedom. Students 

came eager to learn and serve. We could not believe the energy 

and enthusiasm the students had during it all! Saturdays with 

Freedom allows students to display their cooking and customer 

service skills as well as gain employment training that they learn 

through their cooking classes (pictured right). We are planning 

on continuing Saturdays with Freedom the next two months. 

Come and bring some friends to enjoy the atmosphere, and of 

course, the food! Saturdays with Freedom will be held at our 

center on the following dates: 

!ǇǊƛƭ уΣ aŀȅ моΣ WǳƴŜ мл 

уΥол - млΥол ŀƳ 



UPCOMING EVENTS {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅǎ ǿƛǘƘ CǊŜŜŘƻƳμ !ǇǊƛƭ уǘƘΥ уΥол-млΥолŀƳ 
Students  will be cooking and serving  breakfast for the community.  
 
{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅǎ ǿƛǘƘ CǊŜŜŘƻƳμ aŀȅ моǘƘΥ уΥол-млΥолŀƳ 
Students  will be cooking and serving  breakfast for the community.  
 
{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅǎ ǿƛǘƘ CǊŜŜŘƻƳμ WǳƴŜ млΥ уΥол-млΥолŀƳ 
Students  will be cooking and serving  breakfast for the community.  

Donation Needs Volunteer Opportunities 

¶ Snacks 

¶ Printer Ink 

¶ Trash bags 

¶ Disinfecting wipes 

¶ Partners Across Iowa 

¶ Breakfast items (e.g. pancake mix, 

butter, eggs, milk) 

¶ Join the Cleaning Committee  

¶ Be part of the Meal Ministry team 

¶ Come and read with an elementary 

student during our reading/ homework 

time from 6:30-7:00 pm on Tuesdays 

¶ K-12th grade program volunteers  

Will you  
join us? 

Prayer Requests 

¶ Youth grasping and understanding 

God’s deep love for them  

¶ Pray for more Male volunteers 

Spring Break at Freedom!  

Recently we held an event during spring break called Girls’ Day. 

About 10 students, 2 mothers, and 3 volunteers attended the 

event! We began the day with cookie decorating and painting 

each other’s nails. Afterward, we were able to watch a movie 

and have dinner together.  

 

The reason for this event was to be in a setting that allowed staff 

and volunteers to get to know the students more in a fun, safe, 

and relaxing atmosphere. During all of our activities, we were 

able to have intentional conversations with the girls and build 

stronger relationships amongst each other. Overall, the evening 

turned out to be a success! In the picture, you can see a 6th 

grade student, Kaylee, concentrated on her cookie decorating 

skills.  


